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powerful a movement for any considerable time, to
give it the breath to sustain it, a far-sighted Govern-
ment was essential, with men who could take account
not merely of the present but of the future. Cuno and
Rosenberg met the French menace with a flat and
uncompromising No! without reflecting whether it
would in the long run be possible to carry the conse-
quences of such an attitude. " The German Govern-
ment made mistakes in the organisation of passive
resistance," wrote the able Secretary of State, Berg-
mann, and he was right; he was better acquainted than
anyone with the commercial relations of his country at
the time, and he makes a list of those mistakes. When
the Government called upon the railwaymen for an
absolute resistance, they were not merely handing over
the control of the railway system and the administra-
tion of the occupied territory to the Franco-Belgian
regime, but also burdening themselves with the
immense responsibility of supporting the men who,
like heroes of antiquity, sacrificed their security and
existence to the State. The coffers of the Reich were
empty even before the occupation; the failure of the
revenues from the Ruhr area increased an already
gaping deficit, and steps had now to be taken for the
relief of those ejected from the Ruhr, whose loyalty
deserved a generous reward. In an hour of tense
feeling measures were undertaken that reason would
not perhaps have approved. It was of course natural
that dismissed officials and railwaymen, homeless
refugees and their families, should be maintained, but
the paper money that flowed into the Dana'id pitcher
of the Ruhr was poured out upon deserving and
undeserving alike; beside the silent heroes were many,